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A Family of Beavers

Author   Marjorie Jackson
Illustrator   Gay W. Holland
12 pages    ■ 141 words

A family of beavers builds and enjoys a new home.

■ Nonfiction expository
■ Third person
■ Past tense
■ Detailed descriptive writing
■ Range of structures, some longer sentences
■ Extensive notes on inside front cover
■ Clear but detailed illustrations

■ Gathering information from text and illustrations
■ Making inferences
■ Prioritizing to summarize
■ Understanding how illustrations reflect and extend the text
■ Understanding the functions of captions

■ Establish what the group knows about beavers. Determine
the probable focus of the book from the cover illustration; pre-
dict the writing form and what that will mean for reading
pace and style. Remind students that illustrations can some-
times carry more or different information than the text, so
they will need to attend carefully to both.

■ Discuss the first page as the purpose-setting question or
focus for the reading. Compare its brevity with what they will
read on subsequent pages and discuss how it serves as an
introduction.
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A Family of Beavers (continued)

■ Pause frequently to encourage students to discuss or note the
new information and to identify which has been from the text
and which through the illustrations.

Which new information is most important? Which is the hook
that other information can hang on? So, which facts do you
think you will need to remember?

Does this illustration match the text, or how does it extend the
text?
■ The extra information could be noted on self-stick notes

attached to the page. In some situations, this activity might
be more suitable after the initial reading.

■ If students are reading word by word or breaking the text
into chunks that reflect a lack of comprehension, encourage
them to read the text in their heads first.

Read the page to yourself. Look for the natural break. Which
words go together? Which word cannot stand alone? Which
words tell about the same thing? Look for the words that tell
where and read those together. . .

■ Discuss the kind of information gathered from the text and
compare it with that gleaned from the illustrations. Ask the
students to identify the most important facts and to include
these in a two-sentence or three-sentence summary of the
book followed by a concluding statement about their impres-
sion of the book.

■ The clear illustrations provide opportunities to discuss
the function of captions. The information gained from the
pictures could be summarized and written as captions on 
self-stick notes or as an appendix to the book. Or, the discus-
sion could focus on the role of the illustrator in supporting
the author and helping the reader access the author’s
information.

Book Note by Margaret E. Mooney
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