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S YNOPS IS

Grandma Rita welcomes a special friend to her garden.

WHAT THE BOOK
OFFERS

■ Fiction

POS S IBLE S KILLS
EMPHAS IS

■ Third

person, past tense
■ Longer sentences with varied structures
■ Repetition of words/phrases
■ Cyclic structure
■ Nonfiction information on the inside back cover
■ Double adjectives
■ Transitions to show passage of time
■ Varied text placement
■ Book language
■ Use of commas
■ Quotation marks
■ Double adjectives
■ Setting as time and place

■ Use

of transitions to show passage of time
■ Maintaining meaning over longer sentences
■ Use of double adjectives to describe
■ Using punctuation to support fluency
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In Grandma Rita’s Garden (continued)
INTRODUCING
THE BOOK

Using the Cover: From the title and illustration on the cover what do you
expect the setting to be? What do you already know about gardens, the
animals and insects that live there? Chart important student responses.
Title page: How does the title page help you as a reader? What do you now
know?

FOCUS OF
INS TRUCTION

Pages 2 and 3: Read in your head. What has the author told us? What do
you know about Grandma Rita?
Pages 4 and 5: What has the author revealed to you? What do you
already know about dragonflies? How was the dragonfly described? How
would you describe the dragonfly if you were the author? Why would the
dragonfly need to be careful?
Before turning to pages 6 and 7: Will the dragonfly return?
How do you know?
Read pages 6 and 7: What has happened? How did the author/ illustrator
indicate the passage of time? What words did the author use?
[transitions]
Pages 8 to 9: What is Grandma Rita doing? Why is she standing like that?
How has the author described what Grandma Rita is doing? Where do you
think the dragonfly is? How do you know? (Refer to the nonfiction note on
the back inside cover if needed.) How has the author described the change
of seasons?
Pages 10 and 11: What time of year is it now? How has the author
described it? What other ways could you describe it if you were the
author? What has happened to the friendly dragonfly? Why are there now
three? Has the author described them the same way? What else has the
author told you about these three dragonflies?
Before turning to page 12: What do you suppose Grandma Rita wonders
about these dragonflies? How will the author tell us?

FOLLOWING
THE READING

■

Read and discuss the nonfiction note and do an Internet search on
dragonflies and the Migration project.
■ Discuss the author’s use of transitions and how they guide the reader
through the text. Use the text as a model for the student’s writing.
■ Discuss the use of double adjectives to describe the dragonflies
and the seasonal changes. Use the text as a model for the
student’s writing.

In Grandma Rita’s Garden (continued)
Additional Comprehension Prompts
For Oral or Written Use Before, During, and After Reading
FINISH THIS
THOUGHT

This story makes me feel . . . because . . .
People like to grow things in gardens because . . .

USE YOUR
MEMORY

What season was it when three dazzling, green dragonflies
tapped on Grandma? How do you know?
What happens to many dragonflies in cold weather? If you
can’t remember, read the information in the Nonfiction
Note box on the inside back cover.
How did Grandma feel about her garden? What makes you
think that?
Why do you think Grandma told the dazzling, green
dragonfly to be careful? What did she mean and do you
think the dragonfly understood her?
Create a plan for a beautiful flower garden. You may need
to find information on different kinds of gardens before you
draw your design. Here are some questions that might help
you:
What part of the world will your garden be located?
What kinds of flowers will you plant?
Will there be rocks, a birdbath, a bird feeder, a pond, or a
little bridge in your garden?
Happy Growing!
This story is filled with wonderful adjectives (describing
words) so that the reader can visualize exactly how things
look and feel in this story.
Go to page 8 and write down all the adjectives used to
describe fall.
Go to page 10 and write down all the adjectives used to
describe spring and summer.
Make a list of adjectives you might use to describe winter.

WHAT’S YOUR
OPINION?

BE CREATIVE

VOCABULARY
AGENT

Book Note by Maureen Slammer
Additional Comprehension Prompts by Dr. Connie Hebert
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