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Walking by the Rio

Author Adrian Warren

IMlustrator Craig Brown

16 pages 118 words

Caminando a orillas del rio 141 words
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SYNOPSIS

WHAT THE BOOK
OFFERS

POSSIBLE SKILLS
EMPHASIS

INTRODUCING
THE BOOK

I = Independent

A rhyme describing what a boy and his dog see as they walk
alongside a river.

Fiction

First person—boy talking to dog—no quotation marks
Present tense

Rhyming couplets

Rhythm

Repeated couplet structure

“What did I see” within a statement

“But” as a conjunction

Open-ended, no text for final illustration

Descriptive text and detailed illustrations

Working for accuracy
Expression and fluency through repeated structure
Understanding structure and appreciating descriptive detail

Ask the students if they know what the word “rio” means, and
if they have heard of the Rio Grande. Talk about experiences
of walking alongside or being by a river. What have they seen
or heard? Encourage them to include some descriptive detail.
Then reflect on what the boy might see or hear as he walks
alongside this river. The dog looks very alert. What could he
have heard?

T The level indicated here differs from that on early editions of the book. The changes have been made as a result of further tri-
aling alongside other books in Books for Young Learners.

© 2003 by Richard C. Owen Publishers, Inc./ www.RCOwen.com

o

*OUIVO

$

=S

D parys

=1 popmp

juopuadaopuy

"OKS F
@JP
IS

%

o1y ay1 Aq Bupjjep

wy

Ajreq

D
HEEREEE

Juan[|




20050_BNotes(2) 10/1/03 2:24 PM Page 196 j\%

Books for Young Learners Teacher Resource

Book Notes . -

Walking by the Rio (continued)

FOCUS OF
INSTRUCTION

FOLLOWING THE
READING

This is a book to be savored rather than hurried through.
Establish who is talking and to whom, and why there are no
quotation marks or response to “what did I see?”

Talk about the role of “but.” Discuss the pattern of the cou-

plets and how the detail slows reading and causes images to
linger in the reader’s head.

The vocabulary will probably pose little challenge for most

students, so they can focus on accuracy, fluency, and
expression.

Read the text silently, thinking about the words that flow togeth-

er, the ones you should emphasize, and the words that just join
the main ideas.

Because the pattern is repeated, you need to read each couplet
differently, otherwise your listeners will become bored or might

not notice the descriptive language the author has carefully
chosen.

Discuss the elements of a rhyming couplet and encourage the

students to work together to create some that can be recorded
for others to share.

Revisit the book, noting the descriptions of place and how
these help a reader visualize the action.

Discuss how this author has made it appear that he has a
camera filming as he is walking.

Book Note by Margaret E. Mooney
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