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              HOOPS AND ME

           Author  Dr. L. David Furr              2nd grade     Fiction
              Illustrator  Tom Simonton              16 pages      929 words
               
              Topic      sports, character development
              Levels    Fountas/Pinnell - K     Reading Recovery - N/A
              Shared - Fluent 3    Guided - Fluent 4     Independent - Fluent 4







	
SYNOPSIS


WHAT
THE BOOK 
OFFERS   

POSSIBLE SKILLS

EMPHASIS 


INTRODUCING 
THE BOOK

	A young boy, with nothing much to do during his summer vacation,
meets a famous basketball player from the neighborhood.
■  Contemporary realistic fiction in first person singular 

■  A theme with a progressive plot structure organized in chronological order
■  Urban setting
■  Single parent situation 

■  Development of main character
■  Several incidents linked by transitions
■  Change in tense from present to past, to present
■  Descriptive language and compound words
■  Use of dialogue with proper punctuation
■  A mix of simple and compound sentences with meaning carried over longer 
     complex structures

      ■  Use of onomatopoeia (page 8)

      ■  Nonfiction note
      ■  Using knowledge of realistic fiction to anticipate the plot

      ■  Character development – analyzing characters’ actions, thoughts, 

           and dialogue

      ■  Using transitions to move the reader through the text  

      Today we are going to use what we know about realistic fiction to support us 
      in reading, “Hoops and Me.” 
      Discuss features of realistic fiction:

      Beginning – introduction of characters, setting, and problem

      Middle – development of problem, introduction of other characters, events
      Conclusion – the windup or ending

      Theme or message

            








	FOCUS OF INSTRUCTION
FOLLOWING THE

READING
	Description and detail
Chronological organization

Character development – what the main character said, did, looks like, thinks, what others say about him or how they react to him.
Students read to the bottom of page 4.  What has the author revealed to us?

Discuss the features of realistic fiction encountered.

What has the author revealed about the main character?

And his mother?  How did the author do this?

What words did he use? (Students should use specific examples from the text to justify their answers.)

Using what you know about our main character and the genre of realistic fiction what do you suppose or anticipate will happen next?
Students read to page 11.  Have them confirm or modify their predictions.
The author introduced a new character, Hoops.  What do you know about his character?  How did the author reveal this to us?  (Students should use specific examples from the text to justify their answers.)

As we read to the end of the book, what does the author need to do? 
(Refer to the features of realistic fiction.)

What will the author show or tell us about our main character and Hoops?
Students read to and including page 16.  Have them confirm or modify their predictions.
What is the author’s message or theme?  How did the author reveal this to you?   

Why did the author choose a basketball player to deliver his message?  (Students should use specific examples from the text to justify their answers.)
ORAL DISCUSSION 
■  Compare and contrast the main character’s experience with that of the students.
■  Talk about the use of the transitions the author used to move the reader through

     time.         

■  Examine how the author used onomatopoeia.

WRITING POSSIBILITIES

■  Help the students revise their own writing using this type of transition.
■  Help students identify a place in their writing where onomatopoeia would be
    effective.
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