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              MY NAME IS ERICA MONTOYA DE LA CRUZ

           Author  David Zirin                        2nd grade     Fiction
              Illustrator  Deborah White              16 pages      804 words
               
              Topic      Social studies, single parent, Hispanic family
              Levels    Fountas/Pinnell - K     Reading Recovery - N/A
              Shared - Fluent 1    Guided - Fluent 3     Independent - Fluent 4

               




	
SYNOPSIS

WHAT
THE BOOK 
OFFERS   
POSSIBLE SKILLS

EMPHASIS 

INTRODUCING 
THE BOOK

	 A young girl helps her immigrant mother deal with loneliness.
■  Contemporary realistic fiction told in first person with 

     changes in tense from present to past 

■  Chronological organization of several incidents 

     with transitions to move the reader through the text 

■  A story that contains a message and theme 

■  Single minority parent situation in an urban setting

■  Problem/solution structure and progressive plot structure

■  Presentation of a character and character development – 

     analyzing characters’ actions, thoughts, and dialogue

■  Descriptive language and dialogue
■  Use of commas before dialogue and to set off
     person’s name 

■  Compound words, complex sentence structures

■  Simple, compound, and complex sentences with a variety of sentence 
     lengths 

■  Nonfiction note about social issue, minorities

■  Maintaining meaning over longer, more complex sentence
     structure

■  Character development – analyzing characters actions, thoughts, and

     dialogue
■  Using transitions to move the reader through the text
■  Using knowledge of realistic fiction to anticipate plot

What does the word “immigrants” mean? 
What do you know about immigrants’ lives?
What problems do they face?    






	FOCUS OF INSTRUCTION
FOLLOWING

THE READING
	
How do they cope after leaving their families? 
Discuss with students the issues and problems facing 

Immigrants. The nonfiction note at the back of the book supplies additional 
support and information for the students.

Students read to the bottom of page 5.   
What has the author revealed to us?  

What has the author revealed about the main character and her mother? 

What are the problems or issues they are facing? 

Discuss the similarities and differences Erica and her mother are experiencing. 

What other problems could Erica and her mother encounter         

living in a new country, away from family, living in a hotel? 
Students read to page 9. 

What do we now know? 

Discuss Erica’s and her mother’s actions, thoughts and dialogue.  

Have the students confirm or modify their predictions. 

(Students should use specific examples from the text to justify their answers.) 

Students read to and including page 16.  

Erica’s mother is lonely. Based on what you know about Erica, how could she help?
How did Erica help? Was she successful? 

How do you know? 

(Character traits) What else have we learned or confirmed 
about Erica’s character and her mother’s character? 
What is the author’s message? How did the author reveal this to you?
Why did the author choose the character of an immigrant to deliver his message? 

(Students should use specific examples from the text to justify

their answers.)

ORAL DISCUSSION 

■  Discuss transitions - the author’s use of them to move the reader through time. 

■  Compare and contrast Erica’s experience with that of the students.

WRITING POSSIBILITIES
■  Help students revise their own writing using transitions appropriately.

■  Students may write about a different character’s experiences, emotions, 
    and development.
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