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SYNOPSIS

A boy returns his family’s sea treasures back to the waters from whence
they came.

WHAT THE BOOK
OFFERS

■ Narrative

POSSIBLE SKILLS
EMPHASIS

fiction
■ Third person
■ Past tense
■ Long time span
■ Longer text
■ Longer line length
■ Pronoun referents change
■ Layers of meaning
■ Mood evoked through text and illustrations
■ Maintaining

plot over longer time span
and expressive reading
■ Understanding that characters change but treasure remains constant
■ Rereading to discover new layers of meaning
■ Fluent

■ The

INTRODUCING
THE BOOK

introductory discussion should include treasure being different for
different people, its association with the passage of time, and what
eventually happens to treasure.
■ The students could talk about their treasures, where they
collected/obtained them, where they keep them, and why they treasure
them before using these categories to consider the treasure in the cover
and title page illustrations.
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Treasures (continued)
FOCUS OF
INSTRUCTION

■ The

passage of time and changing characters may pose a challenge for
some students, so pose questions to ensure this does not intrude on
their understanding of the plot or its sequence.

Pages 5 and 6: What is important for you to understand about the
difference between pages 5 and 6?
■ The students should be encouraged to think about the mood of the
story and the characters’ emotions, especially those of the grandson as
he gave the treasures back to the sea or listened to the sea sighing.
What does the illustration on pages 8 and 9 tell you about the
character’s emotion at this point in the story?

■ Discussion

FOLLOWING THE
READING

could include the concept of the sea sighing and claiming
the treasures back, the passage of time to form the treasures, the
unchanged nature of the treasures in the jars, and whether the parents
still thought of them as treasures.

Half of this book was about the one incident of the boy going down to
the sea to give the treasures back. Why did the authors describe that in
so much detail?
■ The group can discuss their feelings when something they like is
taken away or when they lose something of value.
■ Students could write about their treasures, based on the framework of
the discussions at the beginning of the lesson.
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Treasures (continued)
Additional Comprehension Prompts
For Oral or Written Use Before, During, and After Reading
FINISH THIS
THOUGHT

The title of this book is, Treasures, because it . . .
If I were the grandson in this book, I would . . .

USE YOUR
MEMORY

Where did the children keep the treasures they found near the
ocean?
Why did the ocean want the treasures returned? Where can you
check to see if you were right?
Look at the picture on page 13. What do you think the
grandson is thinking?
Do you think this story would have been just as good without
any pictures? Why or why not? What do pictures do for a story?
Make a WORDLESS book (no words, just pictures) using one
of the following suggested titles:
 Two Rainbow-Colored Dolphins
 The Magic Starfish
 The Day Grandpa Almost Drowned

WHAT’S YOUR
OPINION?

BE CREATIVE

VOCABULARY
AGENT

The following words from the story are all in past tense
(already happened). Change each word to present tense
(happening now) and write each word in a sentence. Check
your spelling to see if you’re right.
WORDS
*lived
*played
*gathered
*saved
*grew
*came
*found
*carried
*walked
*listened
*sat

Book Note by Margaret E. Mooney
Additional Comprehension Prompts by Dr. Connie Hebert
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